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Brentwood firefighters ferry people from a flooded area near
the intersection of Ruth Avenue and Manchester Road on Saturday.
Eight people were trapped in cars and businesses. STORY ¢ A3
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YEAR IN REVIEW

HIGH NOTES,
LOW POINTS

T

LOCAL NEWS
St. Louis celebrated 50 years as the Wicket
City and scrambled to keep its NFL team.
STL Sunday ¢ B1

SPORTS

Rams drafted Todd Gurley; Cards lost
postseason and Heyward — to the Cubs!
Sports e C1

NATION / WORLD

Attacks rocked the globe; gay marriage
was upheld; and refugees flooded Europe.
Inside  A12-13

THE ARTS
“Fargo,” “Carol” and “The Winslow Boy”
are among our critics’ top picks for 2015.
A&E * D1

THOSE WE LOST

Deaths included Leonard Nimoy, Joaquin
Andujar, Yogi Berra and Martin Duggan.
Obituaries » A8, A20

BUSINESS

A-B merged with rival; Ikea arrived; and
Boeing lost out on big bomber contract.
Business ¢ E1

Missouri is the only state with

No limits on lobbyist gifts

No campaign contribution limits

No laws governing when a legislator
can become a lobbyist

REVISITING
ETHICS

House, Senate leaders say ‘cleaning up
the culture’ is priority for 2016

BY ALEX STUCKEY
St. Louis Post-Dispatch

JEFFERSON CITY ¢ Republicans and
Democrats agree the scandals that led
to two legislative resignations this year
cast a shadow over state lawmakers and
their work in Jefferson City.

They also agree ethics reform would
help lift that stigma in 2016.

“I think the voters ... are supportive
of ethics reform,” said Rep. Tracy Mc-
Creery, D-St. Louis. “I just think there
are regular occurrences of things that
look improper, and it’s up to us in the
Legislature to listen to what voters
want us todo”

In May, House Speaker John Diehl, a

Republican, resigned because of sexu-
ally charged messages he exchanged
with a 19-year-old intern from Mis-
souri Southern State University. A few
months later, Sen. Paul LeVota, a Dem-
ocrat, resigned amid sexual harassment
allegations from multiple former in-
terns.

While the intern situation is not di-
rectly related to traditional ethics re-
form, McCreery said it “shined a light
on the goings-on in Jefferson City””

Missouri’s ethics laws fall short in
three specific areas: limits on lobbyist
gifts, laws governing when a legislator
can become a lobbyist and campaign

See ETHICS ¢ Page A10
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Our bigéest
hurdles

Fixing schools is top job,
David Nicklaus writes

BUSINESS ¢ E1

Wiaiting
for justice

Tony Messenger writes
of whistleblower’s firing
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HOLIDAY HOUR

Sat., Dec. 26th 9am-8pn;,
Mon., Tues., Wed. 9am-9pm
urs., Dec 31st, 9am-5pm




